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PHILADELPHIA, August^Tmatters , -when Fortas was In 


Four ‘ prominent lawyers 
went<wtiof ! $h^.way^o<^~ta 
support Supreme Court Jus- 
tice AbetFoifeSie/ndi'Ccmilejftn' 
“vicious .attacks?! onrhisiHomi* 
nation for Chief Justice. 

Joseph A. Ball, president of 
the American t/oilege of Trial 
lawyers, ; said . Sen. Strom 
Thurmond (R-S.C.) appeared 
to be “almost on the lunatic 
fringe” from the way hei 
cross-examined Fortas at his 
confirmation hearings’, last 
month. 

Ball said that opponents 
were merely- using- the .confir- 
mation hearings as a “sound- 
ing board” to air grievances 
against the Supreme Court. 

Ball, called a press confer- 
ence -to’say that he and other 
lawyers, -were “shocked”-jat:the 
disrespect shown by 1 Thur- 
mond; -and. the obstruetiqni Jof 
Fartasi'nomination by-;a, band 
of Southern Democrats and 
Republicans. He said the 
American bar should protest 
to Congress. 

• Fortas; whose nomination to 
succeed the retiring Earl: War- 
ren is stal-led in the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee, is the fea- 
tured -speaker Saturday at the 
annual banquet of the College, 
a fraternal group of 1800 liti- 
1 gatiem specialists. He also will 
receive honorary membership 
in the group, one of several 
holding’ meetings here in ad- 
vamce of next week’s Ameri, 
«,»s:aa Bar Association convert 
;• tilon. ’V ’ ' 

Ball was joined at the press 
conference .by former ABA 
President Whitney North Sey- 
mour; Robert A. Meserve, for- 
mer .chairman of the ABA Ju- 
diciary” Committee, and Leon 
Jaworski;-, an ABA leader and 
a dose 'fitiend of President 
Johnson’s. ) 

Ball, of Long Beach, Calif., 
said he had: worked both with 


Said lie uetui.wwi.jv.ci* , 

and against "Fortas on legalnjo^ed.- 


j prfvate ^practice. He , said the 
^npinlnee possessed one the 
Nation’s “fipesti legal minds” 
knd jji|d proved_’<himself e 
l^grafisman^^sjteier- years as 
am-associate justice. 

- Meserve, 1 who helped- lead 
the ABA’s - successful ,1965 
fight -against confirmation of 
Francis X. Morrissey to a Fed- 
eral judgeship in Boston, de- 
nied’ a charge by Sen. Robert 
p. Griffin (R-Mich.) that the 
ABA 1 wf judiciary Committee 
,l rubb^istamped” all Supreme 
CqUrt.mominations. 

\ jaWOrski said he^reserved 
the right to criticize Supreme 
Court decisions- and- had-done 
so in last year’s report by the 
National Crime Commission. 
-i^’Bu't -<t just because,’ 1 -diffeir. 
with, some opinions of the Su- 
pftniCpourt or a Justice,” Ja- 
worski- -.said, : “that does not 
make that justice unworthy.” 

; Jaworski, .a Houston attor- 
ney, ’said - there was '‘nothing 
singular” aibout his own partic- 
ipation in 'the -decision of the , 
Bar’s Judiciary Committee to |! 
rate Appelate: Judge Horner 
Thomberry - '‘highly , : accepta- 
ble” as - a replacement' for For- 
tas as associate justice. 
t Jaworski, who : did legal 
Worik for Mr. Johnson in 1959 
and I960, said he had, been 
consulted frequently by ABA j 
officials : for many years on: 
matters affecting his region, 
i He said he took part in an 
hour-long telephone confer- 
'ence call with the Committee 
in Jnhe : hut hung up when the: 
■Committee. turned to the qaial-j 
locations of Fortas. 

Jaworski and Meserve noted 
that speedy Committee action 
was heeded when the Bar pass-, 
ed on Supreme Court nomi-' 
neCs, because they are given 
short notice, to prevent leaks, 
before the nominations are an-j 















